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シスター S・M・シリル 講演
Sister S. M. Cyril 
解説／翻訳　伊藤高章
解　説





は，正式な名称をThe Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary（www.ibvm.
org）といい，現在，女子及び児童への教育活動を中心に，世界24カ国で900
名ほどの修道女が活動している。（1812年に米国ケンタッキー州に創設され
た Sisters of Lorettoとは別組織である。）
　ロレトの教育活動は1842年にインドに伝えられ，これまで41の地域で学校
が創設された。現在インド国内21ヶ所で学校教育活動を続けている。コルカ
タ地域には，インド女子教育の最高峰とされるLoreto College, University of 
Calcutta を含む11の学校組織がある。後にマザー・テレサとして知られる
ようになるシスター・テレサ（本名：Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu）は，ロレト
修女会シスターとしてコルカタにわたり，St. Mary School for Girls の教師
そして校長を務めた。










































　これら全ては，校長である，Sister S. M. Cyrilのリーダーシップによって
実現した。この功績により，彼女は，1994年にUNESCOよりThe NOMA 
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EDUCATION FOR A NEW WORLD
S.M.CYRIL
Loreto Day School, Sealdah
122, A.J.C Bose Road
Kolkata - 700 014
on 
The Occasion Of 
The Golden Jubilee Celebration of 
MOMOYAMA  GAKUIN  UNIVERSITY
Introduction
As we look back over the past 150 years, we cannot help but be amazed 
at how the world has changed and not always for the better!
50 years ago the world was poor, just recovering from the devastating 
consequences of one of the most horrific wars ever to afflict human kind. 
Now our new generation of children cannot even imagine a world with no 
computers or black and white TV, a world where one had to wait to have 
a need fulfilled and very often where one had to do without, because the 





Nowadays, on the contrary, almost anything can be supplied by pushing 
the correct button!  This has engendered a certain self indulgence and 
even a certain selfishness in people, to which our education needs to 
address itself.  Children need to have the opportunity to share while in 
school, because outside societies are becoming more and more competitive 
and violent.  Young people are growing up today in the midst of a society 
where life is cheap and death a frequent visitor.
Yet even with the violence and attended fear as background, our children 
are growing up in a world of flux, of rapid change, vibrating to the beat of 
the latest pop stars, titillated by advertising which presents life as a 
perpetual honeymoon - all the women are young, slim, pretty and all the 
men are strong, athletic, successful, - where consumerism is rife and 
permissiveness the order of the day. They are exposed constantly to a 
society where licence is often rationalized to appear as freedom, where 
idealism is often seen as ‘square’ and where liberty of mind has been 
confused with liberty of morals.
And so we are challenged, as never before, to live out the Gospel Values of 
love, sincerity, freedom and justice for all. In this ‘new’ world of 
consumerism and avarice, where the rich get richer and the poor, poorer, 
where competition and greed for power have already led to the 
destruction of vast natural resources, and where children are constantly 
exposed to messages of self indulgence and licence, our Education Centers 
have to be truly places where the “Good News” is lived out, not in percept 
but in practice.
Values are the means by which people steer themselves through life - 
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they are the basis of our decisions and choices because they are born of 
that craving for happiness which lies deep within every human heart.
Whether our values will lead us to true happiness depends upon what our 
interpretation of happiness is.  If we see happiness as material success, 
instant gratification, the best PC or whatever, in town, prestige before the 
neighbours and so on, then the values we live by will be those.  If, on the 
other hand, happiness for us lies in relationships of kindness and human 
dignity, in peace of soul and freedom and loyalty, then obviously those will 
be the values we pursue. As adults, we know only too well which of these 
two sets of values will bring real happiness - but do our children? We 
have only to reflect on the suicide rates among millionaires to realize that 
money and happiness are not the same.
In the old days our parents could pass on their values to us without too 
much external competition.  Now, the family lives in a state of siege. Right 
within our homes, we have powerful purveyors of values - the TV and 
Video, and now, the internet - which are exceedingly difficult to 
counteract - self indulgence, self gratification, the consumerist values of a 
very materialistic society and the many programmes attacking anything 
spiritual are the counter values against which our education has to stand 
firm.
There are so many values from which to choose. Is it that each one can 
choose arbitrarily what she wants and consider her choice as good as any 
other or is there some external criterion on which we base our choice? 
For us Christian educators surely the strongest values are those of Christ.
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When Jesus was asked what we should do to gain eternal happiness He 
replied “You will love the Lord Your God with all your heart and with all 
your mind and your neighbour as yourself.” Later on, St. John takes this 
mandate further - “If you do not love your neighbour whom you see, how 
can you love God whom you do not see?”  This is the bedrock on which 
all happy, peaceful and caring societies have to be built. And it is a 
mandate echoed in the scriptures of all the great religious traditions of 
which we have many here in Asia.  If this value of love were lived out on 
a global level we would have no corruption, no exploitation, no ethnic 
cleansing, no wars, no communal tension, no caste differences, apartheid 
would never have happened ……….
Unfortunately more than ever in our new technological world this value of 
love is being ignored in the mad rush for more and more money, more and 
more power, more and more pleasure. The fact that the world is becoming 
more polarized with those who have, on one side and those who have not 
on the other, both within and between nations, and that these tensions, are 
in many places breaking out in violence and anarchy, can no longer be 
overlooked. How can we, as educators stand firm against this current of a 
consumerist, materialistic, self society which is sweeping our young people 
off their feet. Unless our schools are places where youngsters experience 
this great value of love and its attendant values of sincerity, freedom and 
justice, they will miss out on an essential facet of their education which 
cannot be made up later on.  And this value of love is the exact opposite 
of the self indulgence mentioned earlier. Love is other centeredness.
How does one inculcate the value of other centredness in a multicultural 
pluralistic society, a society which lives in the illusionary assumption that 
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one is loved for what one has : beauty, money, fame, talent, virtue…. 
Which leads to an anxious self questioning “Do I have what is required, 
what is expected?”
And this anxiety leads to violence :
　　-　on myself : in my effort to have what is required or expected
　　-　on others : on order to force them to recognize my “good qualities”
The result for the individual is often stress, depression, breakdown
（consumption of anti-depressants tranquilizers, and sleeping pills ….）and 
for society an ever escalating level of violence expressed in terrorism and 
injustice of all sorts.
And even when one HAS, one’s momentary relief is followed by doubt and 
anxiety.  Do people appreciate me for what I HAVE, DO, or for my own 
sake?
And when one does not HAVE, one is forced to pretend, to wear a mask, 
to “make-up” ……….To “lie”, with the anxiety of being discovered and 
exposed as a ‘phony’, a ‘fake’.  This results in further denials and lies, 
and above all, alienation.
On the other hand real recognition and love are gratuitous, a free gift that 
cannot be gained, earned or received as a reward.
And so such gratuitous recognition and love makes one deeply grateful 
and challenges and enables or motivates a person to love in return.  To 
love in the light and strength of the love relationship is to be freed to live 
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in justice and sincerity.  It gives joy, bliss and security, for our deepest 
desire to be recognized and loved is genuinely and really fulfilled.  Can we 
say that such relationships are a priority in our educational agenda?
In a society where increasingly people do not find time for relationships, it 
is extremely important that our schools provide, what, in many cases, the 
homes no longer do - a place where children can be loved for who they 
are （God's handwork） rather than for what they have or can do, and 
where relationships are so strong that children can afford to be just 
themselves without the pressure or the need to “measure up”.
Ideally “schools should be places where people are believed in, honoured 
and cared for; where the natural talents and creative abilities of persons 
are recognized and celebrated; where individual contributions and 
accomplishments are appreciated; where everyone is treated fairly and 
justly; where sacrifice on behalf of the economically poor, the socially 
deprived, and the educationally disadvantaged is common place; where 
each of us finds the challenge, encouragement and support we need to 
reach our fullest individual potential for excellence; where we help one 
another and work together with enthusiasm and generosity.”
Unfortunately, in many cases, because of the lack of such acceptance and 
support both at home and in school, young people are led more and more 
to find satisfaction in the TV and the internet which provides a make 
believe relationship to substitute for what is lacking at home. In schools 
where the numbers are very large, and the Principal and the teachers 
very busy and becoming increasingly tied up in bureaucracy and tendency 
to hand over difficult situations to ‘professional’ care, the child also may 
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not find the sort of acceptance and above all, patient attention, needed for 
him to grow to his full potential.
Perhaps this is because in running such schools Principals tend to give 
more importance to the tangible aspects of education than to the 
intangibles.
The tangibles are those aspects of the education process which are 
measurable in quantitative terms eg. class work, corrections, tests, lesson 
plans, punctually, order, school infrastructure and most of all, academic 
results, and are consequently easier to monitor and also more demanding 
because of their urgency.
The intangibles, on the other hand, are much less easily assessed as they 
centre around the quality of what goes on in an Institution viz. how people 
relate to each other, what their values are, their level of care for the 
community, the dignity, forgiveness, accorded to one person by another. 
Little of this can really be measured, of course, in quantitative terms, but 
the well being of the school community is surely dependent upon such 
intangibles, which affect the child and her development as a happy, caring, 
competent adult, much more than the academic, information-based aspect 
of education.  In fact, it is attitudes which often determine, more than 
anything else, whether a child, especially a poor one, will survive and 
blossom or drop out, and whether the students will imbibe those values of 
“a man for others” or become instead a “me first” person.
Let us keep in mind that the tangibles are important - what I advocate 
here, however, is that we move beyond the tangibles into that area of our 
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educational ministry which challenged us to be more than just a ‘good 
school’ - the area that Redemptoris Misso sees the Kingdom as 
“transforming human relationships growing gradually as people learn to 
love, forgive and serve one another. Its nature is one of communion among 
all human beings with one another and  with God”.  The Kingdom is the 
concern of everyone. Working for it means “acknowledging and promoting 
God's activity, working for liberation from evil in all its forms”.
However, the Kingdom is not a concept or a doctrine but above all a 
person - Christ who came to bring us the ‘good news’ that God really 
loves the world and each one of us.  “Jesus teaches us by word and 
example that the realization of our fullest human potential is achieved 
ultimately in our union with God, a union that is sought and reached 
through a loving, just and compassionate relationship with our brothers 
and sisters.  Love of God, then, finds true expression in our daily love of 
neighbour, in our compassionate care for the poor and suffering, on our 
deeply human concern for others as God's people.  It is a love that gives 
witness to faith and speaks out through action on behalf of a new world 
community of justice, love and peace.
But how can our Educational Institutions provide this sort of hands on 
experience which young people require if they are to truly become people 
of love.  I would like to share with you what we have done at Loreto 
Sealdah to provide such an experience.  Of course, we live in the city of 
Kolkata, a very far cry from this beautiful city of Osaka.  But here too in 
this wonderful University your students have inherited that Christian 
message “to love their neighbour as themselves”, and so perhaps in my 
sharing some spark may be ignited which will open up possibilities at a 
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different level here in Japan.  
That is why I have the courage to share with you an experiment which 
was born of a certain uneasiness felt at being part of a formal system 
imparting “quality education” to a privileged few, while millions of their 
less fortunate peer groups get virtually nothing at all.
It has involved opening up our school more and more to underprivileged 
youngsters from slum areas and pavements, to produce a healthy mix to 
children from all social, financial and religious backgrounds, resulting in a 
school population of 1400 students - of which 700 are totally free and from 
the nearby slums.
They are supported in their needs e.g. food, uniforms, medicines, money to 
meet the rent when eviction threatens and specialized teaching, to cope 
with classroom work.
These children, in their turn along with those who pay fees are involved 
in reaching out to others even less privileged than themselves through a 
broad spectrum of services, touching as many as possible.
In this way Loreto Sealdah seeks to become a Resource Centre for the 
community, creating in the process dynamic people, with the values of 
giving, sharing and extended love - a vibrant, living instrument for human 
change.
In our effort to see that all our students have the opportunity to live out 
the values of love, sincerity, justice and freedom all are involved in :
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Our Rainbow Programme - where we keep our school gates open all day 
long and welcome into school children who live by their wits on the 
streets, at their convenient times.  These children are taught on a one to 
one basis by the regular students who start teaching from 10 years of age 
in Class V until they finish school. They have two periods a week allotted 
for this on their time table so that throughout the day we have 50 
potential teachers all free and ready to teach whoever comes.  In this way 
children from the streets whom we call Rainbows can progress at their 
own pace and when they are ready for a class at their own level, can be 
slotted into school.
Every week, our students ranging in ages from 10 years old to 17 years 
old fan into villages outside Calcutta where they teach 3500 village 
children, in what we call our Rural Child to Child Programme.
Our teachers run special courses in Activity Based Teaching in a course 
we call Barefoot, designed to turn young people who have not finished 
High School into effective primary teachers in their own villages.  We 
have trained over 4000 such so far, and have now embarked upon training 
trainers who can train teachers in the field.
So at all levels, both students and teachers are busy reaching out beyond 
themselves to people in need and creating an ethos in the school where 
sharing and working together takes precedence over personal ambition 
and high marks.
Not that excellence is not striven for - it is, but the motivation is service 
to others rather than personal advancement.
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To create such an atmosphere we had to :
Ensure that the idea of education for community as distinct from education 
for competition was thoroughly explored by teachers, senior students and 
parents.
The result of this reflection has been to create an atmosphere in the school 
of sharing rather than competing, a ‘we receive to give’ mentality. The 
school has had to see itself in the total perspective of India where millions 
have no access to education at all.  This has led to a determination and 
readiness to share whether is available in expertise, facilities, service, time. 
Our creativity is constantly challenged to find ways and means of 
stretching resources to reach as many as possible.
e.g. our latest operation has come because we realized that there was a 
positive hemorrhage of children coming into the city streets from the 
outskirts of the city where there was nothing for them.  Their mothers 
come into the city to look for work and, fearful of leaving them behind 
with no supervision bring them in with them and leave them on the street 
as they will not be allowed into their workplace.  So they spend their days 
roaming about and getting into mischief, and then often getting lost and 
drifting away from their families.  So we went out to the Eastern Bypass 
and found thousands of families living, perched precariously on the edge of 
the railway embankment with a deep canal on the other side.  So we 
asked them what they wanted and they said “Give us a school” so we 
answered “give us some people to train”.  They gave us six - four girls 
and two boys, passed only half way through secondary.  We trained them 
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up as Primary teachers, adding in a social work module on how to survey, 
interview people etc.  They went back to the Eastern Bypass, collected 
the children, taught them in the morning, played games with them in the 
afternoon and did adult literacy with their mothers in the evening.  The 
boys began surveying and so, as a result of all this activity we now have 
six schools started, 60 teachers trained and 1200 children into school. 
Some of you who are here before me, very generously donated exercise 
books, pencils etc to Loreto Sealdah last year.  It is in these schools that 
your gifts have made such a lot of difference.
This is just one example of how we start a project.  Another one is on 
implementation of schooling in the brickfields, where children come in 
with their families as migrant workers and never get any chance to go to 
school.  We have joined forces with 3 NGO's and found 26 brickfield 
owners ready to allow schools to be started in their yards, so we have 
trained 30 teachers and hope to have 1300 children into school by 
September.
These are ways by which we live out our Christian ethic “to love our 
neighbour as ourselves”.  Here in Japan you will have your own special 
areas, your own special needs, your own special ways of living out this 
mandate of Christ.
As the Momoyam Gaquin University begins its journey into the second 
half of its Century, I hope and pray that it will continue to prepare young 
people and send them out into society with a determination to build a new 
world through love.
EDUCATION FOR A NEW WORLD
― 87 ―
“As long as you did to one of the least of my brothers, you did it to Me.”
